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Housekeeping
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● 45 minute presentation

● 10 minutes at end for questions

● Type questions in text box of the control panel

● Poll questions

● Recording
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Deb Sabin, Chief Academic Officer Teri Kinney, Associate Director of 
Content and Classroom Experience
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● A pioneer in K-8 education since 2000

● Provide core and supplemental 

programs for ELA, Science, and Math

● Provide teachers with tools that help 

them understand and respond to the 

needs of all their students

● Serve more than three million 

students in all 50 states

Who are we?



Middle school matters
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● They are doing important 

developmental work

● They are more independent  

● They want to express their opinions

● They need additional challenge

● They are very invested in peers



Brain at work for middle schoolers
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Laying down the tracks of the pre-frontal cortex - 
“I think therefore I am”

“cognitive workspace.”
Maryanne Wolf
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2-3 years behind

ELLs

Advanced



Poll
Please select which type of students are in your classroom(s).

A. ELLs

B. 2-3 years behind

C. Advanced

D. Other
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Low floors, high ceilings 
Goal: All students must be challenged to work with grade level texts and tasks
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Differentiated supports so all students work up. 

Universal design so all students enter in.



What is differentiation?
A framework for effective teaching that allows 
teachers to provide different students with different 
ways to learn the same material or skills.

1. Universal design

2. Differentiated supports 

3. Differentiated activities
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Universal design
Curriculum and instruction are designed so that one 
very rich activity for the whole class serves the needs 
of every student, providing appropriate challenge 
and access.
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Provides learners with:

● Various ways of acquiring information 
and knowledge

● Various ways of demonstrating what they know

● Multiple means of engagement that offer 
appropriate challenges, and increase 
motivation



Differentiated supports
You can differentiate the process (how the 
material is taught) and provide different supports 
that allow all students access to the same 
content. 
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Differentiated activities
You can also differentiate the product which will 
allow students to complete a different activity 
while still demonstrating their learning of the 
content. 

You can differentiate content to all students to 
acquire more basic skills that will help them 
access grade level materials. 
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● Beginning of 7th grade

● Memoir: Cultural Revolution in China

● Overall Goals for this unit:

● Reading: Students will analyze  
the changes in the narrator

● Writing: Students will use 
evidence to support their claim 
when writing about a text.



Poll
What will be a struggle for my students who need support, 
based on the description of the lesson? 

A. Background knowledge

B. Vocabulary 

C. Reading level

D. Writing 

E. Other
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Lesson 1:
The World of Red Scarf Girl

Lesson objectives:

● Reading: Students will describe 
concrete details in images to 
make inferences about the tone.

● Writing: Students will stake a 
claim about the narrator’s 
emotional tone and support it 
with concrete details.
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Lesson 1:
The World of Red Scarf Girl

1. Students view a propaganda 
image and write what the artist 
wanted people to feel as they 
looked at it.

2. Students list details they see in 
the image to support their 
answer.

How do you think the artist 
wanted people to feel about 
Chairman Mao when they 
looked at this image?

Which details did the artist 
include in this image to get 
people to feel that way?
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Lesson 1:
The World of Red Scarf Girl

1. Students repeat the activity with 
another image.

2. Teacher records students’ ideas on 
a T-Chart that shows the details and 
the impact of each detail.
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Lesson 1:
The World of Red Scarf Girl

1. Students watch a video of author 
reading prologue

2. Class discussion around student’s 
impressions and predictions after 
hearing prologue (including “why?”).
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Lesson 1:
The World of Red Scarf Girl

1. Students reread the Prologue and 
select words the author uses to 
describe how she feels.

2. Students use items they highlighted 
as evidence as they respond to a 
12-minute writing prompt.



Universal design
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Supporting readers through universal design
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Skills are introduced through an 
image before introducing the  text:

● Making a claim

● Supporting claim with evidence



Supporting readers through instructional design
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Variety of learning modes: 
Work visually, work out loud, select 
evidence, writing.

Use media to establish key 
background information.



Supporting readers through instructional design
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Media and audio supports for text



Supporting readers through universal design
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Supporting readers through universal design
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Clear routine for writing

● Regular, formative writing 
to develop textual analysis

● Activities in the lesson build to this 
writing activity 



Supporting readers through instructional design
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● Regular routine for students 
to communicate their ideas

● Clear routine for peers to 
provide target feedback



Differentiated supports
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Supporting readers with differentiated supports
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● OTSCs to guide teacher 
to support key skills

● Differentiated supports 
assigned in advance or 
as needed
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ELL Student Moderate Support



Supporting readers with differentiated supports
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● Class discussions grounded in 
text evidence

● Teacher guide supports teacher 
to facilitate discussion 



Solo with text preview
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Differentiated activities
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Supporting readers with differentiated activities
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● Student practice using contextual 
clues, synonyms and antonyms, roots 
and stems, dictionary skills

● The Vocabulary App is self-guided and 
adaptive with six possible levels



Supporting readers with differentiated activities
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● Reading: Students will describe 
concrete details in images to make 
inferences about the tone.

● What if a student has graphomotor 
problems?

● Is there another way for students to 
show their understanding?
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Use data to plan supports strategically
What do students need?

● Fluency practice

● Revision assignment

● Time to reread and 
analyze specific 
passages from the text

● More practice writing to 
the text

37



Use data to plan supports strategically

What do students need?

Other students may need a 
more advanced challenge.
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Poll
Will this lesson provide the supports my students 
need in the areas I identified? 

A. Background knowledge

B. Vocabulary 

C. Reading level

D. Writing 

E. Other
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Universal design 

Why it works: allows students to access 
the text using a range of senses. 
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Definition: curriculum and instruction are 
designed so that one very rich activity for 
the whole class serves the needs of every 
student, providing appropriate challenge 
and access.

How to use it: use as a scaffold or element 
of close reading, not a replacement.



Differentiated support

Why it works: once a student begins to express 
meaning, they build momentum. 
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Definition: you can differentiate the process (how 
the material is taught) and provide different 
supports that allow all students access to the same 
content.

When to use it: help students organize their 
thoughts to start speaking or writing.



Differentiated activities

Why it works: differentiation is based on clear 
pattern within formative data. 
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Definition: differentiate the product, which will 
allow students to complete a different activity 
while still demonstrating their learning of the 
content. Or, differentiate the content to all 
students to acquire or practice a needed skill that 
will help them access grade level materials.

When to use it: create a designated time for WIN 
(what I need) activities (based on student data).



Questions
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Four principles of true engagement in 
middle school ELA
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White Paper



Take a closer look at Amplify ELA
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http://amplify.com/try-ela

● Grades 6-8

● Interactive activities for 

students

● Resources and tools for 

teachers 

Try Amplify

http://amplify.com/try-ela

