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● 45 minute presentation

● 10 minutes at end for questions

● Type questions in text box of the control panel

● Recording



Deb Sabin, Chief Academic Officer Michele Hart, Senior Manager of 
Professional Development Design



● A pioneer in K-8 education since 2000

● Provide core and supplemental 

programs for ELA, Science, and Math

● Provide teachers with tools that help 

them understand and respond to the 

needs of all their students

● Serve more than three million 

students in all 50 states





Help me know what to do now.

--Annie Proulx



You need to move up!

You’re leaving the 
middle wide open!

Look for the opening!

Talk to each other!

Do not let #27 out of 
your sight!

Sure!?
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● They want to feel independent and 
don’t want to feel the opposite.

● They need to be challenged, but need 
guidance when things aren’t working.

● They are invested in peers, but want to 
feel respected.

● They have a lot happening, so 
they need precision.



How do we create a culture of feedback that:

● “helps me know what to do now” 

● empowers students as learners

● is efficient and effective for 
teachers



Think of time when YOU received feedback that worked. 

What was one element of that feedback?

● Performance review
● Athletic event
● Cooking
● etc...

● Praise
● Correction
● Evaluation
● etc...



Val said “10,9, 8” as I was flying down the corurt “7, 6, 5” Then I look up and 

saw andra comeing closer “4, 3, 2” I ran do the side “1”

Alof a sudden it felt like I was floting as I relesed the ball Val said “zero”. Then 

andra hit me like a ton of bricks. I try to turn so I could brack my fall but I 

could not. So I look a the basket to see if I made the shot. As soon as I hit the 

floor the ball hit the rim. The ball bance in the air I jump up as fast as I could 

to find out that I had missed the shot. The only thing I could do was go to 

andry and give him some props. On is great D.

“One Moment During Basketball” (journal entry)
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“One Moment During Basketball” (journal entry) SmaƋƥ nƔƌƛƞrƒ ƦusƓ ƛƄ 
wƑiƭtƄƍ ƨuƭ!
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Val said “10,9, 8” as I was flying down the corurt “7, 6, 5” Then I look up and 

saw andra comeing closer “4, 3, 2” I ran do the side “1”
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andry and give him some props. On is great D.

“One Moment During Basketball” (journal entry)

NicƄ ƒƢƦilƄ. Don’t ƅoƫgƄƓ ƭƨ 
cƇeƜk ƘƎƮƫ sƏeƥlƈƍƠ; it Ɩƈƥl 
maƊƄ Ʋƨur ƖƫƈtƢƍƠ evƄƍ Ʀƨre 
enƉƎƲƚbƋe. I’m ƇaƩpƘ ƭƎ hƞƋƩ. 
JusƓ ƥƄt ƌƞ ƤnoƖ ƈƟ yƨu’d ƋiƤƄ 
to Ɠƀƥk.



Val said “10,9, 8” as I was flying down the corurt “7, 6, 5” Then I look up and 

saw andra comeing closer “4, 3, 2” I ran do the side “1”
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floor the ball hit the rim. The ball bance in the air I jump up as fast as I could 
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“One Moment During Basketball” (journal entry)

TheƒƄ ƯƞrƁƬ heƋƩ mƄ ƏƢƜtuƑƄ Ʋƨur ƀƂƭƢonƒ.

OucƇ. I caƍ ƟƄƞl Ɠơat

[

]

“D” soƔƍƝs ƢƌƩorƓƀƧt.

RevƈƒƢoƧ AsƒƈƠnƌƞƧt : 
ComƏƥƄtƞ SeƍƭƄnƂƞƬ

LoƎk ƚƓ ƭhe ƒƄƜtƢoƍ I 
bƑaƜkƄƓƞƝ. RewƑƈƭƞ it, adƃƈƧg 
peƑƈƨƝs Ɠo Ʀƀkƞ 2 coƌƩlƄƓƞ 
seƍƭƄnƂƞƬ.



● Targets 1-2 key skills 

● Provides specific information

● Points to what works

● Action-oriented

● Part of cycle

● Part of classroom culture

Good job using evidence 
from the text to describe 
why you think I have gone 
mad. Now, can you go back 
and use some of the 
vocabulary we just learned?









● Less than a minute

● Reach 8-12 students during a single 
in-class writing period.

● Immediately actionable





● Strengthens students’ ability to 
read and analyze text.

● Good practice for the close reading 
and textual analysis.

● Included in college and career 
readiness standards.





Was the character heroic or a coward?

coward                                                                                                        heroic

1  2             3     4                  5



● Spelling and grammar errors should be 
corrected to keep the focus on skill.

● Showing strong writing gives students a shout 
out and provides an exemplar for others.

● Excerpts should be bite-sized: 1 or 2 sentences 
where skills is used well.





● Tied to a specific place in the writing where the skill was 
used effectively.

● Shows students that someone is actually 
reading their writing. 

● Focus on one skill.
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Provides teachers an opportunity to give students 
individual feedback. 

● unobtrusive

● bite-size

● encouraging

● customized

● Actionable
○ Students have time to complete.
○ Teachers have time to check.



● Targets 1-2 key skills 

● Provides specific information

● Points to what works 

● Action-oriented

● Part of cycle

● Part of classroom culture



PSI
--Annie Proulx

place skill impact



● Targets 1-2 key skills 

● Provides specific information

● Points to what works 

● Action-oriented

● Part of cycle

● Part of classroom culture

Amplify Strategies

● PSI ( Place, skill, impact

● RA  (revision assignment)

● OTSCs

● Sharing



In that last corner, 
you boxed out #13 so 
your teammate could 
receive the kick. Keep 
using your body that 
way.!

I can do that!
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http://amplify.com/try-ela

● Grades 6-8

● Interactive activities for 

students

● Resources and tools for 

teachers 

Try Amplify

http://amplify.com/try-ela

